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April 1998 


Dear Members of the Legislature, 


or the past few months, we have been coordinating Ontario Speaks: A Dialogue on Canadian Unity. 
- We are now honoured to report to you on this important public consultation about the future of 
Canada. 

Politicians are usually known for talking — but our job in this exercise was listening. During 
the past few months, we have been gathering the views of the people of Ontario on the way Canada 
should work as a nation, and more specifically, on the Calgary Framework (see Appendix 2). 

More than 75,000 Ontarians took the time to submit comments and suggestions. We asked 
people to use the Framework as a starting point for dialogue — whether it should be endorsed, 
changed or built upon. The respondents expressed support for the Calgary Framework and stressed 
the importance of keeping Canada united. We are grateful to everyone who participated in this non- 
partisan dialogue and thank them for their input. We also appreciate the work of the many MPPs 
and the educators who held public meetings during this process. 

This report contains a summary of the responses to the questionnaire distributed across Ontario 
and the many comments we received. We have done our best to ensure that the wide variety of 
views expressed by Ontarians is reflected here. We have concluded our report with a draft resolution 
endorsing the substance of the Calgary Framework which could be tabled in the Ontario legislature. 

We trust that the people of Ontario will find this document a valuable contribution to the building 


of a strong and united Canada. 


Ee oa * Pru 20 ve 
ee 7 Ce arn, 00, 

Hon. Dianne Cunningham Annamarie Castrilli Bud Wildman 

MPP MPP MPP 
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Introduction and Overview 


O: September 14, 1997, premiers from nine 
provinces and the leaders of the two territories 


met in Calgary to discuss the future of the Canadian 
federation. At this meeting, the 11 leaders 
endorsed a seven-point framework for public 
discussion on ways to strengthen Canada. They 
agreed to seek the views of the public in each 
province represented at the table on the seven 
points for discussion which came to be known 

as the Calgary Framework. 

In Ontario, an all-party committee was estab- 
lished after discussions between the Premier and 
the leaders of our two opposition parties. This 
committee has overseen the consultation process 
on the Calgary Framework, which was launched 
on November 12, 1997. The process was 
known as Ontario Speaks: A Dialogue on 
Canadian Unity. 

Ontario Speaks was an opportunity for Ontarians 


to contribute their views on strengthening Canada. 


The Ontario Speaks process 

key element of the Ontario Speaks 
A consultation process was a six-question 
survey designed to gather input from Ontarians. 
The survey was contained within a brochure that 
outlined the Calgary Framework itself, as well 
as key questions for discussion. People were 
offered a variety of ways to submit their views, 


including: 


4444444444444 444444% 


e Postage-paid mail back of questionnaires 
sent to all Ontario residences; 


e A toll-free line to phone in responses to the 
questionnaire; 

e A toll-free line to fax in the questionnaire 
with responses; 

e A Web site (www.ontariospeaks.com) to 


submit responses electronically; 


e MPP-sponsored public meetings. 


Ontario Speaks made every effort to reach out 
to all Ontarians. The brochure was delivered 

to 4.1 million households in Ontario. It was 
available in English, French and a variety of other 
languages including Oji-Cree, Italian, Portuguese 
and Chinese. The Web site, toll-free lines, 
advertisements and MPP materials were available 
in English and French. Advertisements were also 
placed in daily and major weekly newspapers 
outlining the questions and providing the phone 
numbers and Web site address. 


Special effort was 


made to reach out “we feel that unity in 


to young people 
through Ontario's 


issue and are pleased that 


secondary schools, 


the premiers are carryin 
colleges and univer- P mae 


&. on this initiative.” 
sities. A curriculum 


guide covering the ome 
consultation and national unity was developed 
for grades seven through secondary school and 
made available on the Internet for use by teachers. 


In addition, background materials and questionnaires 
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Canada is a most important 


“Many Canadians may 


need to be reminded that 


granted. Should we 
become complacent, we 
may lose a country and its 


ideals which we cherish.” 


Approximately 120 residents from three constituencies 
gathered at the East York Community Centre to discuss 
the Framework and register their views. 


were distributed to department heads at approxi- 
mately 900 Ontario secondary schools for use in 
the classroom. A number of meetings on the 
consultation were organized at Ontario colleges 
and universities. 

Ontario Speaks included dozens of “town hall” 
style meetings, where MPPs listened to the 
debate and exchange of views between members 
of the public. With attendance ranging from a 

handful in some cases 
Cage to many times that 


in others, these meetings 


gave Ontarians the 


what we have is good. 


opportunity to tell 


We take too much for 


legislators exactly what 
they thought about the 
issue. Discussions were 
often lively as people 
described their vision 


for Canada in the next 


= 


century. They spoke about the many features of 
our country that make them proud Canadians. 
Finally, an independent public opinion poll 
was conducted in March 1998 to survey the 
views of Ontarians on the Calgary Framework 
and on support for a resolution in the Ontario 
Legislature to endorse the Framework. The 
results of this poll appear in Appendix 1 of 
this report. 


“I welcome this approach for its insistence on the 


equality of citizens, and its recognition of our diversity. ” 


“This framework is what Canada needs. It shows 
that whatever one’s background, we are all treated 


equally and deserve the best from our country.” 


Public participation and responses 
ntarians have demonstrated that they care 

0 a deeply about Canada and the future 

of this great country. The numbers speak for 

themselves: 

e Almost 65,000 completed questionaires 
were received; 

e¢ Over 330 other written submissions or letters 
were received; 

e The Web site attracted over 35,000 hits; 

¢ Over 2,400 people called our phone lines; 

¢ Over 2,000 people attended town hall 
meetings sponsored by 80 MPPs; 


e Numerous schools, universities and colleges 
held classroom discussions. 
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From cyberspace 
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“I think this is one very to church halls to 


positive step in the evolution kitchen tables to 


classrooms 
of Canada; our concept of : 


: Ontarians took time 
what Canada is cannot 
out of their busy 


remain static.” 
lives to reflect on 


EE their vision for 
Canada. In addition to the tens of thousands of 
questionnaires, people also submitted poems, 
songs, letters and essays. Discussing the future 
of Canada brought out emotion, enthusiasm and 


compassion among the people of this province. 


“The Framework has put into words what we as 
Canadians have known, lived and prospered under 


for many generations. ” 


“The strength of any nation is based on the freedom 


of every individual to be and do their very best.” 


What we heard 

e heard a clear message of endorsement 
W.. the Calgary Framework. Overall, 
more than 80 percent of respondents agreed 


with the approach to strengthening Canada as 


proposed by the premiers and territorial leaders in 


the Calgary Framework. Support was consistently 
high in all regions of Ontario and over the entire 
consultation period. This support was echoed in a 
public opinion poll conducted in March of this year. 


Ontarians who responded to the questionnaire 


4444444444444 44444446 


made a real effort to provide input, not only 
checking off answer boxes but also adding written 
comments. “We must maintain our Canada” 

was a common sentiment. Respondents often 
expressed strong and passionate views. There was 
also praise for the process of consultation, and the 
merit of gathering people together for discussion 
on Canada’s future. 

Across Ontario, we heard that people want a 
united Canada and that they support the Calgary 
Framework. In a public gathering at Brampton 
City Hall that was typical of many meetings, 
people told us they believe Canada is the best 
country in the world and we need to be more 
patriotic about our nation. 

Although respondents supported the Calgary 
Framework, some groups and individuals raised 
concerns or suggested changes. A concern 
expressed at some public meetings was that the 
Calgary Framework should not derogate from 
the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
nor should it lead to constitutional change 
without further specific consultations in Ontario. 

National Aboriginal leaders 


ee + @ © 


responded to the Calgary “Diversity is an 


Framework at a meeting with 


12 


‘evolving state, 
the premiers and territorial leaders i 
| DT not a gift.” 
in Winnipeg in November 1997. 


Premier Harris forwarded the Siete 
changes proposed at that meeting to our committee. 
One of the concerns of Aboriginal leaders which 
we can address in the context of this consultation 


was the wording of point four in the Framework. 
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“I agree with the principle of equality of the 
provinces. However, Quebec has a special duty to 
protect the French language and culture while 


respecting the rights of the English minority. ” 


It is also important to note that we heard mention 
of many other issues that people link to their sense 
of identity as Canadians. An appreciation of our 


country’s diverse heritage and our commitment to 


equality were often cited by respondents. Some 


Approximately 150 members of Ontario’s Francophone respondents who 


community gathered in Sudbury to discuss the < BE pee 
Framework and submit their views. identified themselves “| feel privileged to be a 


as new Canadians : 
They did not support the reference to the “gift of Canadian who came as 

expressed how : : ae G 
diversity,” as it applied to Aboriginal people. In aoe OR ane 


much they valued 


response, we have removed the phrase “gift of” in 1955. | hope that the 
the freedom they : 
from point four of the Framework in our proposed Calgary Framework will be 
found in Canada 
resolution. ; implemented and accepted.” 
and voiced a strong 
We also heard from a large number of de -- 


desire to see Canada 


Franco-Ontarian participants. Overall, 92 
remain united. 


percent of French-language respondents to 
the questionnaire agreed with the approach to “It is the mixture of people which makes Canada 
strengthening Canada proposed by the premiers unique and special.” 


and territorial leaders. However, Francophones fs ; ; 
Participants also told us that Canada’s commitment 


also told us they were concerned with protecting | MOTS se 
to caring and compassion is vital to our distinc- 


the culture and language rights of French-speaking 
tiveness as a nation. Equal access to quality 


eople living outsid bec. Many Francophones 
Bobi Tepaiousoe Quebec aie public health care and education were frequently 


S ted the Cal Fram k be changed to 
aa ee mentioned. It is obvious that people want these 


reflect this concern; others suggested that an : ed 
x y cherished institutions to be protected. 


future round of constitutional change should ; 
The next section of this report provides more 


rotect minority language rights. 
z Sos detail about the responses to the questionnaire. 
“Much more must be done to protect French 
throughout the country, especially in the nine 


provinces with an Anglophone majority.” 
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Ontario Speaks about 
Canadian Unity - 


Questionnaire Responses 


1. Do you agree with the approach to 
strengthening Canada proposed in the 
Calgary Framework? 


upport for the Calgary Framework was very 
See among participants — 84 percent of people 
who responded to this question agree with the 
Framework’s approach to strengthening Canada. 
The strength of support was also demonstrated by 
the number of “strongly agree” respondents who 
made up the largest single group of respondents. 
Many people expressed their enthusiasm about 
being asked to help define a Canada for the 21st 
century, and find solutions to help strengthen 


our nation. 


“What matters most 


e e L 2 e e 


. _. to me is living in a 
"1 believe this is a good J 


united Canada, fi 
idea, because it will help a 


sea to sea.” 
make Canada an even 


better place to live and it We heard very 


will unite Canadians.” ste gad 


Sees expressions for 
Canada. Ontarians 
very much want to participate in strengthening this 
country. Although differing opinions exist about how 
Canada should work, there is an overwhelming 
desire to make this country work. Many people 
expressed their support for the spirit of coopera- 
tion shown by the premiers and territorial leaders in 


developing the Calgary Framework. People were 
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Respondents to question #1: 
Do you agree with the approach to strengthening Canada 
proposed in the Calgary Framework? 


also appreciative of the balance between diversity 


and equality found in the Framework. Ontarians 
demonstrated a real commitment to finding 


constructive solutions which work for all Canadians. 


“Only by stressing our common interests — 
by strengthening the common interests of consensus, 


can we grow in civility and thus in prosperity.” 


2. What common values are important 
to Canadians? 


\W/: heard that respondents hold many 
values in common. These values include 
tolerance, compassion, freedom, diversity, 


equality and à sense of 


e es ° e e 


fairness. Respect for law and “Freedom, diversity, 
 : ’ me 7 


order was also mentioned ‘equality — they are all 
frequently, as was the need important values to all 


to balance individual freedom societies | ink we 


with a level playing field for should do our best to 


all. A strong sense of com- 
g keep and protect and 


mon interest and caring in : 
save them. 


society was also mentioned. 


e e e ® LA 


Based on these attributes, 
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people expressed a great pride in Canada and our 


history as a nation. 


“Values that are important to Canadians are: 


LA 


stability, security, diversity and, above all, equality. 


“Our common values include a strong health care 
system, support for disadvantaged and marginalized 


groups, a celebration of the land, value and diversity.” 


“I would add feeling safe; the freedom to speak for or 


against political action and pride in our great country.” 


“Canadians clearly share many values that have 
evolved as part of our national character. We seem 
to share deeply held views for justice, decency to 
others, tolerance for people who appear different 
from ourselves, and concern for those who are less 
fortunate...by and large | see most people in Canada 


are fairly willing to listen, learn and understand.” 


3. What are the diversities that make Canada 
special? 


Mi any participants expressed pride in our 
country, a country built by people from 


many different places. This acknowledgment 
contributes to a strong sense of fairness and 
respect. Multiculturalism and the presence of both 
English and French languages were the most com- 
monly cited diversities. Respondents also recognized 
the importance of Aboriginal peoples and culture to 


Canada. Tolerance and fairness were two words 


el a 


frequently mentioned in 
responses to this question. 
Although some were 
critical of Canada’s willing- 
ness to embrace diversity, 
by a wide margin, most 
participants truly celebrate 


and enjoy our diversities. 


“Diversity makes you strong, provides for profit, 
survival in adversity, health and adaptability and 


flexibility and without which, the future would be 


uncertain and unappealing. ” 


“I’m part Aboriginal and | am 
pleased that you have given 
the title ‘First Nations’ to the 
Aboriginal people of this land. 
So many cultures from around 
the world wrapped into one 
country! | don’t need to travel 
to Africa to find out about its 
people...in a sense, Africa has 
come to me. The same can 


be said for Korea, China, 


+ 


e e ® e e 


“The accommodation 
of differences within 
Canada is the essence 


of true equality.” 


® e e e e 


e LA e e e 


“An appreciation of 
diversity comes from 
the heart. We love 
Canada. We are 

all Canadians first, 
proud of our diverse 


ancestry.” 


India, Israel, Germany and the list goes on. | feel 


incredibly fortunate to explore our diversities. ” 


“The important issue is how do we reconcile our 


differences and move on to a better future.” 


“We should concentrate on what unites us, not 


our differences.” 
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4. Do you agree with an acknowledgement of 
the diversity of Canada (e.g. English and Respondents to question #4: ae, 
French languages, unique character of Quebec, Do you agree with an acknowledgement of the diversity 
Aboriginal peoples, and the vast multicultural of Canada (e.g. English and French languages, unique 


heritage of our citizens), as described in the character of Quebec, Aboriginal peoples, and the vast 
Calgary Framework? , multicultural heritage of our citizens), as described in 


the Calgary Framework? 


articipants also expressed strong support for 
P the Calgary Framework in response to this 
question. Seventy-six percent of respondents 
agree with and value the acknowledgment of 


diversity as described in the 


se ee 68. 


“Equality of status Framework. While recogniz- 


while recognizin g ing this diversity, this question 


- | also elicited many com- “Agreed, this dynamism and this diversity are our 
Quebec's unique © 43 
-— _ ments about the need for strength. 
character isan het 
_ equality in Canada. People “Diversity is not all there is to Canada; if it were, the 
anes) pu - 
a | mentioned a desire to see dominion would have fallen apart long ago. Beneath 
. greater patriotism for the surface lies a web of shared attitudes that harbours 
Canada, providing balance to the recognition of the very essence of this country and its citizens.” 
our differences. 
Many of the respondents who did not agree “To give special recognition to one province would 
with this point had concerns about special status divide the country.” 
for Quebec or seemed to have given up on reaching “The only province which is in danger of losing its 
an agreement that would satisfy Quebec. Many culture and language is Quebec.” 


in this group also rejected the acknowledgment of 
diversity contained in the Framework. 
A number of people added comments that 


they believed in the unique character of Quebec. 


“It is important that we recognize the unique character 


of Quebec‘ people, culture and language.” 


“Creative ways and visionary ways of protecting the 


culture of Quebec and the First Peoples is necessary . Our diversity 5 not our weakness... e 


RER | our greatest strength! 


se + » + + 
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5. Do you agree that if any future constitutional 
amendment gives powers to one province, 
these powers must be available to all provinces? 


Respondents to question #5 

Do you agree that if any future constitutional amendment 
gives powers to one province, these powers must be 
available to all provinces? 


1e was very strong support for this point in 
the Calgary Framework. Over 89 percent of 


respondents agreed or strongly agreed that if any 


11% 
Disagree 


future constitutional amendment gives powers to 
one province, these powers must be available to all 
provinces. The flexibility of Ontarians was evident 


here as well — they believe in equal treatment but 


want to accommodate special needs where possible. 


an rights and freedoms, as well as the nationwide social 


“In consideration of the 


“Personally, | would © question, | relate it to my programs enjoyed by Canadians, must be preserved 


Be a to accept à | 35 years in education. While pen 
federalism that wee some might say that all students “No province should be 


‘somewhat asymmetric 
.: “1 think that all 


/ 7 =~ must be treated equally or iden-  blatantly different but there 
uy Hat would provide tically, not all students arrive are diverse cultures and/or _ 
a longstanding, wide- provinces should be 


with identical needs. The religions and there should 


spread satisfaction i treated completel 
spread Sees I credo that ‘nothing is so untair be some allowances made : : à 4 

Qi nd th t the same and have 
CHERE ag us as the equal treatment of for the differences.” : 

of the country.” 


e. € + ee @ 


unequals’ holds true in educa- Bae ANT NEA 


“Canada is a country of : . 
tion and | submit it is also true with understanding 


freedom and equality, all of the provinces’ 


diversity.” 


e e © e L 


in nation-building. To treat Newfoundland and 
i CE provinces should have the 


Alberta or Saskatchewan or British Columbia equally rae 
same opportunities. 


would deny that their needs are different.” 


Responses also showed a strong sentiment among 


6. How can the Ontario government work 
together with the federal government 
and other provinces to serve people more 
efficiently and effectively? 


Ontarians that equality is a core element of our 
Canadian identity. This was reflected in statements 


in support of equality of opportunity for all citizens, 


as well as equality before the law. This support was 
often linked to Canada’s record of universal access 


to education and health care. Ontarians believe the 


a pi open-ended question elicited the widest 
variety of responses. A frequent comment 


was a call for more accountability in government. 
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Respondents voiced a strong desire for greater 
partnership between governments and want a 
federation that works efficiently and effectively 
to deliver services. 

There was also a strong desire to see all 
governments in Canada work together to build 
unity and understanding. Ontarians want the 
unity issue to be resolved. A significant number 
of participants suggested more promotion of 
exchange visits between regions to build a better 
understanding and appreciation for the diverse 
needs of other Canadians. 

Many other issues raised went well beyond the 
scope of discussion on the Calgary Framework. 
The wide variety of other issues mentioned in this 
section, beyond national unity, indicate that people 


want more opportunities to be heard. Respondents 


better at listening. 


e e @ e hed 


“The Parliament and 
government of Canada 
and the legislatures 
and governments of 
the provinces should 
strive, in a spirit of 
cooperative partner- 
ships, to achieve, step 
by step, a range of 
national goals that 
would strengthen 


Canada.” 


e e e e L 


10 


expressed the view that governments should be 


“Don't compete against 
each other. Work together 
and co-operate with one 
another. Work more closely 
with each other and realize 
the special needs every 


province has.” 


“Give power to the provinces 
where it is prudent and 


erase duplication.” 


“Regardless of how many 
layers of government, there 


is but one tax payer.” 


ONTARIO SPEAKS: 
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“The Ontario government should have more surveys 
like this given to people around the province so that 


they can hear and know what people want.” 


y submitting questionnaires, by attending 
B:... hall meetings, and by writing letters, 
Ontarians have given a vote of confidence to the 
Calgary Framework. Such support and consensus 
is uncommon in many public policy issues, and 
is more noteworthy as a result. 

The endorsement by the thousands of 
participants during the consultation process 
was also supported by a public opinion poll 
conducted in March 1998. In that poll, 87 
percent of Ontarians supported the Calgary 
Framework and 78 percent thought the Ontario 
Legislature should adopt a resolution endorsing 
the Calgary Framework. The full results of this 
poll are found in Appendix 1 of this report. 

These findings are similar to the favourable 
responses found in the consultations in other 
provinces and territories. 

The responses we received to Ontario Speaks 
have shown that Ontarians care deeply about 
their country, and accept the responsibility to 
help chart its course. Given the support 
expressed for the Calgary Framework, a proposed 
resolution is attached for consideration by the 
Ontario Legislature. We hope it will be well 
received by our colleagues and that they will share 


our enthusiasm for this process. 


A DIALOGUE ON CANADIAN UNITY 
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A Resolution for Consideration by the Legislature 


Whereas the people of Ontario have a vision for the Canadian federation, one that reflects a 
shared commitment to equality and diversity, and to working together to keep Canada strong 
and united; and 


Whereas nine Premiers and two territorial leaders meeting in Calgary in September 1997 agreed 
on a Framework for Discussion on Canadian Unity; and 


Whereas Ontarians have demonstrated their support for the Calgary Framework; and 


Whereas it is appropriate to give expression to this vision, and to the values that unite us as 
Ontarians and as Canadians; 


Therefore be it resolved that the Legislature of the Province of Ontario hereby endorses the 
following: — 


All Canadians are equal and have rights protected by law. 
All provinces, while diverse in their characteristics, have equality of status. 


Canada is graced by a diversity, tolerance, compassion and equality of opportunity 
that is without rival in the world. 


Canada’s diversity includes Aboriginal peoples and cultures, the vitality of the 
English and French languages, and a multicultural citizenry drawn from all parts of 
the world. 


In Canada’s federal system, where respect for diversity and equality underlies unity, 
the unique character of Quebec society, including its French-speaking majority, its 
culture, and its tradition of civil law, is fundamental to the well-being of Canada. 
Consequently, the Legislature and Government of Quebec have a role to protect and 
develop the unique character of Quebec society within Canada. 


If any future constitutional amendment confers powers on one province, these powers 
must be available to all provinces. 


Canada is a federal system where federal, provincial, and territorial governments 
work in partnership while respecting each other’s jurisdictions. Canadians want 
their governments to work cooperatively and with flexibility to ensure the efficiency 
and effectiveness of the federation. Canadians want their governments to work 
together particularly in the delivery of their social programs. Provinces and territories 
renew their commitment to work in partnership with the Government of Canada to 
best serve the needs of Canadians. 
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APPENDIX 1: Calgary Framework Public Opinion Poll 


[" March 1998, a poll conducted by Environics Research undertook to measure support for the 
Calgary Framework as a whole and for each of its elements. The first question asked whether or 
not respondents agreed with each point in the Framework. The second question asked if people 
supported this approach to Canadian unity. The final question asked if respondents felt that the 
Ontario Legislature should adopt a resolution endorsing the Calgary Framework. The key findings are: 


© 87 percent of Ontarians support the Calgary Framework; 

e 78 percent of Ontarians want the Ontario Legislature to adopt a resolution endorsing the 
Calgary Framework; 

e Each element of the Framework is supported by a large majority of Ontarians. 


Actual results were: 


1. Here are some of the principles and goals included in the Framework for discussion. Please tell me 
whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree that they 
should be included in the Calgary Framework: : 
% % % % % 
tal Strongly Somewhat Total  Strongly Somewhat 
gree Agree Agree  Disagree Disagree Disagree 


96 86 10 (3. (1 2 


(a) All Canadians should be equal and have rights protected by 
law. 


(b) Al the provinces should have equal status, but they also have 91 . 69 72 4 2 
diverse characteristics. . 

(c) Canada is graced by a diversity, tolerance, compassion and 52 34 À 1 4 7 
an equality of opportunity that is without rival in the world. oe 

(d) Canada's diversity includes Aboriginal peoples and cultures, 63 27 he 8 . 3 5 
the vitality of the English and French languages and a multi- 
cultural citizenry drawn from all parts of the world. 

(e) The unique character of Quebec society, including its French- 73 . 38 35 11 14 


speaking majority, its culture and its civil law tradition, is 
fundamental to Canada. 

(f) The Government of Quebec has a role to protect and develop 
the unique character of Quebec society. 

(g) If any future constitutional amendment gives any powers to 
one province, those powers must be available to all provinces. | 

(h) Canada is a federal system where federal, provincial, and 9 £75 21 + 2 2 
territorial governments should work in partnership while . — 
respecting each other's jurisdictions. 


24 4 Gee 16 1 


74 7. 7 3 4 


(i) Canadians want their governments to work cooperatively . 95 71 24 3 1 2 
and with flexibility to ensure the efficiency and effectiveness 
of the federation. 

(j) Canadians want their governments to work together 95 66 27 3 1 2 


particularly in the delivery of their social programs. 
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These results are based on a sample size of 1,010 with a margin of error of + 3.1%. The survey was conducted from March 12-22, 1998. 
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APPENDIX 2: The Calgary Framework 


1. All Canadians are equal and have rights protected by law. 
2. All provinces, while diverse in their characteristics, have equality of status. 


3. Canada is graced by a diversity, tolerance, compassion and an equality of opportunity 


that is without rival in the world. 


4. Canada’s gift of* diversity includes Aboriginal peoples and cultures, the vitality of the 


English and French languages and a multicultural citizenry drawn from all parts of the world. 


5. In Canada’s federal system, where respect for diversity and equality underlies unity, the 
unique character of Quebec society, including its French-speaking majority, its culture and its 
tradition of civil law, is fundamental to the well-being of Canada. Consequently, the - 
Legislature and Government of Quebec have a role to protect and develop the unique 


character of Quebec society within Canada. 


6. If any future constitutional amendment confers powers on one province, these powers must 


be available to all provinces. 


7. Canada is a federal system where federal, provincial, and territorial governments work in 
partnership while respecting each other’s jurisdictions. Canadians want their governments to 
work cooperatively and with flexibility to ensure the efficiency and effectiveness of the federation. 
Canadians want their governments to work together particularly in the delivery of their social 
programs. Provinces and territories renew their commitment to work in partnership with the 


Government of Canada to best serve the needs of Canadians. 


* Please note the phrase “gift of” has been removed from the proposed resolution at the request of 
Aboriginal leaders. 
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